Interactive Research Worksheet: Social and Historical Background of Macbeth (c. 1606)

3 Reality of Witches for Shakespeare


Read: In 16th and 17th century Lancashire, witches were regularly hunted and punished. So Shakespeare’s inclusion of witches was a reflection of something that was actually taking place at the time.  Read the pages at �HYPERLINK "http://www.cleo.net.uk/content/history/pendle_l/james1.htm"��http://www.cleo.net.uk/content/history/pendle_l/intro.htm� to find out: 





How could you recognise a witch in the 16th century?





Who wrote Daemonologie and when?





Why did people of the time believe in witchcraft?





4 The King


Macbeth is partly about who has the right to be king. Visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.learn.co.uk/default.asp?WCI=SubUnit&WCU=6986"��http://www.learn.co.uk/default.asp?WCI=SubUnit&WCU=6986� to discover why was this a hot topic at the time.


























 











5 The Great Chain of Being


People in Shakespeare’s time believed in the “the great chain of being” which is very important in Macbeth. Research it at: �HYPERLINK "http://www.learn.co.uk/default.asp?WCI=SubUnit&WCU=6989"��http://www.learn.co.uk/default.asp?WCI=SubUnit&WCU=6989�





Enter a number in the empty column to put these groups in the right order according to the chain of being that people in Shakespeare’s time would have believed in.





�
Moon�
�
�
King�
�
�
God�
�
�
Thane�
�
�
Priest�
�















6 Macbeth through the Centuries


Write 2 sentences about 3 different versions of Macbeth from 3 different centuries on stage from the Macbeth timeline at �HYPERLINK "http://www.rsc.org.uk/picturesandexhibitions/action/viewExhibition?typeid=plays-infocus&exhibitionid=8&sectionid=8"��http://www.rsc.org.uk/picturesandexhibitions/action/viewExhibition?typeid=plays-infocus&exhibitionid=8&sectionid=8�
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3.





1 Staging the Witches


The witches (usually referred to as the weird sisters) are a driving force of the play. Why might this be difficult a) to stage and b) for modern audiences?


a)








b)














Need a clue? Try: �HYPERLINK "http://www.rsc.org.uk/picturesandexhibitions/action/viewExhibition?typeid=plays-infocus&exhibitionid=8&sectionid=1"��http://www.rsc.org.uk/picturesandexhibitions/action/viewExhibition?typeid=plays-infocus&exhibitionid=8&sectionid=1�





2 Setting of Macbeth


Perform a Google search to find out: 





In what period of history is Macbeth set?





7 Shakespeare’s Theatre


Open another word document and use images and labels from �HYPERLINK "http://www.rdg.ac.uk/globe/newglobe/OpeningPhotos.htm"��http://www.rdg.ac.uk/globe/newglobe/OpeningPhotos.htm�


to create an annotated diagram of The Globe. 





8 Talk to William Shakespeare





Visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.talkingto.co.uk/index.asp"��http://www.talkingto.co.uk/index.asp� to search for 3 ways in which Shakespeare tried to please the King in his writing of Macbeth.
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Using �HYPERLINK "http://www.google.co.uk/"��Google image search�, find an image of the King who was on the throne when Macbeth was written and insert it here 








