English 21 – NATE/UKLA Conference, Cambridge, 16 April 2005

Introduction: Key questions about e-English, texts and technologies

Eve Bearne, UKLA

Irony – “any time I go near machinery I wreck it – now I don't know what's happened” (DVD goes into slow motion)

See Eve’s article in pack (and on QCA website [http://www.qca.org.uk/11782_11909.html], where she’s described (it seems erroneously) as being from QCA rather than UKLA – though Craig doesn’t get linked to NATE!)

See the QCA CD (in the pack) for interviews with children. It's very important to have the learners' perspective, though in the extracts we saw the children quite often emphasise functional literacy: 

· “won't get very much money” [without literacy skills]

· “I don't like writing essays”

· “I'd rather just talk about the books”

· In future there won't be as many books in libraries

· Interactive lessons are much better 

· Teachers should do the writing as well

· Fairer deal for learners

· “We don't do much drama mixed with English”

Eve: 

· We're challenged as a profession by these new demands

· What we teach should not be driven by machinery

· E-assessment - there's a separate e-assessment  group – but what principles should determine how this is applied?

· How far can new technologies transform read & writing?

· What forms of texts and writing?

Lots of unasked questions in the debate as currently formulated

· See also Craig Morrison's article on QCA website – ‘The classroom of the future’ [http://www.qca.org.uk/12296.html]

Andrew Moore

· “I quite liked the National Curriculum – but it became a means to test learners” – we need to address that - the process of discussion about the content of English needs restarting

· Teachers used to develop courses because they were good – we need to challenge the current models and re-learn how think originally and inventively

· Transmit the culture of the past – literary culture – but why only those in English? 

· Entitlement? But also making sense of world we live in – which is where language comes in – a rich experience. Need to learn how language works and how to use it – but has NLS defined the answers without questioning the questions?

· Teachers and teaching are challenged by the process of measuring and testing

· Integration within subjects

· Whatever the system does – QCA etc – people will go on as before – eg publishing own materials

· Teachers don't know what their learners are doing – eg managing a message board

· System often bans/restricts technologies – eg IMS, mobile phones

· Teachers will not explore some technologies – eg digital video – because we aren't proficient – yet children will become skilled because they will put in the time.

· Plagiarism – educate those who guide the learning about appropriate use of other sources rather than ban it.

· DfES pays lip service to various kinds of autonomy but sustains regulated and centralised model of education. 

· Examples – children's blogs and message boards, such as ‘Cool reads’ – devised by young men/boys – see their categorisation of texts – cheap and effective.

· Interacting with students online – in some ways it’s better than face to face (?) because it preserves a record of the conversation.

Workshop

Moyra Beverton - Challenging texts

‘Motherhood is the necessity of invention...’

Categorising pictures – a dozen of women from various cultures and times. 

· Convincing children that it's OK to think differently to others – ie there are several categories a picture could be in – now you go and select your own photos 

· What categories do different groups come up with?

· Making a narrative – choose 1, then another/choose 3, sequence them

· Once you've created the resource, there are endless activities

English with drama & media - not separate subjects

· Guided tour – A guides a 'blind' B and describes the place – whilst the projector shows a large picture if it on the wall.

My Last Duchess – the big text – students pick out and comment on 5 words

· Challenging texts – eg Browning – but image and multi-modality are 2nd nature to children

· GCSE anthology: making the poetry relevant

Discussion

How poetry works, Philip Roberts, Penguin – we ruin poetry for children because we go for meaning first?

Poetry Trust CD – children listen to poems read by Simon Armitage et al – children kept saying: “play it again” - 'read' it far more time as a result of just hearing the author read it.

Moyra still leaping around enthusiastically after an hour and a half!

Plenary

A collection of points made from the floor and the platform, including feedback on the workshops

· Helen's workshop: “a real insight – had to fight off instinct to run home and prepare new resources”

· Craig’s workshop – showed how ICT has lowered the thresholds of production – close popular culture/media versus A Level language – reading and meaning making

· Collaboration over writing – ICT has opened this out and made it actually work. Where's collaboration in the QCA background documents? 

· ICT in background – and collaboration facilitated by ICT 

· Female teachers and ICT - some powerful points made by Julie Blake: where are they on the panel?– perhaps it reflects the attitude shown in comments like this when teachers asked to use ICT: “I'm afraid of doing it [ICT] because I need a man!” (actual words used by some female teachers in a training session)

· Impressed how you could use simple tools we all have access to in imaginative always – without people showing us wouldn't know this – it's not about latest technology 

· Different ways of recording 

· Equity – what are the values underpinning these initiatives? – financial investment in teachers' time so they can understand – take discussion to attitudes and values rather than on technology or structures or testing.

· Sharing resources – we need to get better at sharing – not just one person in the department who then keeps hold of things.

· Tim Shortis: ICT extends the semiotic sources of meaning making: are we privileging writing/reading or do we acknowledge the media-soaked world ?

· Media-making and also lots of negotiating and recording in logs – and risk-taking (importance of striking a balance - using technology to the full but not so children will get lost)                                                              

· Importance of sharing – learn from primary colleagues too

· Subject element is the essential grounding

· Assessment: How do we develop this culture when have present culture of assessment – disappointment about Tomlinson – but can we just change and gradually transform the system.

· Where's collaboration in approaches to assessment?

· ICT shrinks boundaries – including models of English – assessment prioritises just a few, reading and writing

· New Edexcel trial GCSE – makes e-portfolios possible – etc

· Will it be the case that children will only study Shakespeare though the media? – ie only through Baz Luhrman – we hope not!

· Need to continue to learn thought English curriculum about meaning-making as well as media – English teachers are natural ones to take this forward

· Media literacy: Ofcom has remit for media literacy - ICT specialist may steal this from is – they don't know about 100 years of film – culture-free lessons into which lesson are poured

· Media – making it is what gets you going – and same applies to other kinds of texts – empowerment of children in the classroom what difference can different kinds of texts offer – moving image, still, video, audio, doing different jobs for meaning making – using for private and collaborative satisfaction

· Best of old and best of the new – eg digital audio to record and then to share.

· What is live and what recorded?– (Simon) – technology enables communities of discussion to emerge – we become proficient at something without seeing what it does to us – see what will 2015 and look like – hope it will be more democratic, less structured and top-down. - don't just advantage Bill Gates but ourselves

· Sally Wilkinson – 5 year olds now starting – how do we take on board the technological understanding and skills they bring? They are becoming skilled to respond to huge amount of blogging, gaming (huge fan-fictions), etc

· But not all children are uniformly competent – and only a very small community actually create this material

· Got to go through some instability as a profession – 3 and 4 year olds' understanding of games feeds into their literacy

· See ‘Popular Culture in the Early Years’ by Jackie March – read it, says Eve – children interacting with mobile phones – take into account their cultural and intellectual capital – they are surrounded by the gestural, performance. [this appears to be a reference to: ‘Teletubby Tales: Popular Culture in the Early Years Language and Literacy Curriculum’, Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood, 1, 2, pp 119 -133 - an outline of the approach seems to appear in the short article ‘Popular culture in the classroom’ by Jackie Marsh on http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/Pubs/marsh.html ]

· Jeni – capacities of very young children – how do we view children and expand their potential? Place learning more firmly in the hands of the child?

· Will this be the death of the pen? 'I'd cry if we lost it' (Eddie) – it's a part of yourself 

· Things we use them for will change (Andrew) – most professional writers begin with electronic devices now

· We mustn't judge by ourselves and what we feel comfortable about

· Any tool augments but also constrains – keyboard may only be transitional

· Medium is the message – what may technology hide as well as reveal? 

· Power and identity with mark-making – Simon Wrigley

· Children don't want to write in the book – they add their personal identity in images – so use technology to personalise their works advanced technology can also shape fundamental technology such as the penguin. Message to R Kelly on how best to proliferate

· Andrew Moore – ‘VLE is a swear word’ – the commercial model is not good – a good model is peer-to-peer – open community – I don't want civil servant telling me – the Teachit model is better – dive in and take what you want.

· We’re wasting money providing other things that exclude others – ie anything that doesn't include whole world (this seems to rule out any subscription sites, even if funded by DfES in first place)

· Funding – Eddie: inequality is appalling – every single English teacher should have own personal laptop – contrast Fiona’s school – 'can't take home the new tablet PC or take it out of the room'

· Look at where you spending – “scrap Becta and TeacherNet”

· Funding – schools given the technology but it goes out-of-date – needs to be constant

· Tim Shortis – some changes are significant – one is the data projector (not the IWB) – affordance is so different

· Big game is knowledge economy – need learners who can take risks – use what we have to use what we don't know about. But there is big regulation of official writing – and huge explosion of unregulated writing – back to basics won't build a knowledge economy

· Eve: Don't rush to a business model solution – eg personalises learning – Eve is very worried about this.

· Talk to the professionals – the children matter to us

· Talk to Ofcom about how you can amend the NLS 

· Eve – integrated technologies [?]

· CW – dissemination of ideas – these are brilliant ideas – eg Teachit – co-operative – how do we encourage this? Perhaps take out individuals to sort out the subject – got a lot of people going to the site – isolate individuals’ time and money in each school to take things forward – a ‘fermentation device’

· A cry for values – and a sceptical note – from Lucy Pearce – a trainee in the Cambridge Department of Education. What are the values behind this? – what are we teaching children about environmental values – the world is running away from the adults? Step back and look at the human values – that's what we know in our core – we know what's really important.

Brilliant passionate ending to the day from a young teacher – Lucy has now written a piece for NATE News on this theme.
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